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Mission Statement 
To find a safe, loving and 
appropriate home for every 
homeless pet, including 
those with special needs  
or challenges. We strive to 
treat, heal and provide  
optimal well-being for the 
animals in our care; and  
to create an environment 
where our animals receive 
love, respect and attention. 

E-Mail: contact@pahs.org 

Facebook: Plainfield Area 
Humane Society 

Instagram: pahs_1933 

LinkedIn: Plainfield Area 
Humane Society 

Letter from the Director:  
Elijah Brice-Middleton

(908) 754-0300 www.pahs.org
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To Our Plainfield Area Humane Society Family, 

At Plainfield Area Humane Society (PAHS), 
we encourage change and growth, something 
we are continually striving for. So it is with 
much excitement that we announce the  
completion of our newly renovated cat room. 
While our facility is constantly undergoing 
improvements, our mission and commitment 
to our non-human companions in our facility 
and community remain as strong as ever. In 
fact, our mission is only strengthened thanks 
to our staff, board, partners, volunteers, 
donors, adopters, fosters and supporters.  

The first step in PAHS becoming more of  
a community resource is the commencement 
of the Community Support and Wellness  
Program. This initiative and its success are 
centered on our belief that animals are not 
just pets, but family members. Knowing that 
animals are considered family in many house-
holds, PAHS wants to ensure that non-human 
individuals and their family members receive 
the proper attention and resources to keep 
them together, happy and healthy. We will 
proactively be reaching out to pet owners  
and connecting them with the appropriate 

resources to encourage increased pet retention. 
This initiative will be multi-pronged. Along 
with our community outreach efforts, our  
Animal Control Services Department will also 
be scanning and microchipping lost pets in 
the field for free and registering those 
microchips for pet owners. We are hopeful 
that this will increase the amount of reunifica-
tions and reunite the families before the pet 
enters the shelter doors. This is just the first 
step in decreasing animals surrendered and 
lost. Though a lofty goal, we know with the 
support of our community, it is achievable. 

Though the year has not come to an end 
yet, we have saved, rehomed and reunited 
656 animals so far. This outlines the heart of 
our mission, to ensure every animal finds their 
happy ending. To further pursue that goal, 
PAHS  has an exciting project coming down 
the pipeline to significantly increase our life 
saving capacity and abilities for our community. 
As we work towards expanding, we believe 
this will help even more animals and their 
families. Of course, we can’t let the “cat out  
of the bag” just yet, but we have a little some-

Continued on page 3
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Our New Cat-Tacular Room
We at PAHS are excited to debut our newly renovated cat room.  

A space for our adopters, volunteers and staff to interact with cats and 
also a place for cats to run, jump, play, headbutt and lounge to their 
hearts’ desire.  

PAHS would like to extend a huge thank you to Wayne Olivieri, Laurie 
Smego and Len Smego for donating labor/supplies and renovating the 
room as well as Ellie  
Campolei, Elaine Dedousis, 
Caprisha Mckoy and Angela 
Murray for decorating and 
interior design. 

My name is Laurie, my husband’s name is Len. 

My husband grew up in North Plainfield and remembers 

the Plainfield Area Humane Society from when he was a 

young boy. I moved to North Plainfield in June of 1973, right 

before a devastating flood hit the Plainfield/North Plainfield 

area in August 1973. I lived half a mile up the road from the 

Plainfield Area Humane Society and as a kid, I walked up 

the road to see if the shelter and the animals were okay.  

Since the ‘70s, I have always dropped off donations for 

the shelter. I watched the shelter get hit by numerous floods 

over the years and they keep on going. 

Len and I are extreme animal lovers. We’ve had four 

Yorkies and one cat throughout our married life. In July 

2021, we sadly said goodbye to our last little Yorkie.    

When a flood hit the area in September 2021, Len and I 

decided to volunteer our time at the Plainfield Area Humane 

Society as a mission to honor our last dog. We helped the 

shelter after they got 

flooded out. Since  

then, we have done  

volunteering and handy 

work over the past year, one of those projects being the  

new cat room. 

During the past year, I have been keeping my eyes open 

for another dog to fill a void. They knew at the shelter that  

I was looking for another dog. Then one day the shelter 

called me and left me a message saying they had the  

“perfect” dog for me. I went to see the dog. The first thing 

the dog did when I went to pet her was roll over for belly 

rubs! She seemed like a sweet dog. I told the shelter that  

I would foster her and see how it goes. At first I felt guilty 

taking her, thinking that someone was missing their dog. 

But, NO ONE came to claim her and I couldn’t imagine 

knowing this dog with so much love in her heart would be 

A word from two of our Cat Room Donors, Laurie & Len  

Volunteering & Adopting  
at the Plainfield Humane Society

Continued on page 5
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My love for animals came at a very young age when  
I brought my first stray dog home at the age of seven. 
Growing up we always had dogs, cats and various other 
critters as members of our family. So, it is no surprise that 
today my family includes one dog, three cats, two hermit 
crabs, several fish, one turtle and two humans.  

Throughout the years, I’ve rescued, TNVR’d (Trap-Neuter-
Vaccinate-Return), and found many kittens homes on my 
own (I must confess some never left). But in July 2021, I 
started volunteering at the Plainfield Area Humane Society. 
From the start, the animals as well as the staff have brought 
so much joy to my life. I started by walking the dogs and 
playing with the kittens at the shelter and then it naturally 
progressed into bringing puppies and kittens into my home. 
My latest foster was a one-year-old named Penny. I fostered 
her for two months. What I love about fostering is the  
flexibility of it. It can range from bottle feeding kittens to  
fostering puppies/kittens to adult dogs/cats. It could last a 

couple of days to a week or more.  

Animals have always been my happy place and I feel 
blessed that I have had the opportunity to help animals in 
need by volunteering at the shelter. Bringing these innocent 
creatures into my home and providing them with much 
needed love and shelter makes the pain of letting them go 
well worth it! 

                                                     – Kim Studlack 

  

Volunteer Spotlight: 
Kim Bavos-Studlack

living at a shelter when I’ve got spare belly rubs to give! She 

acclimated at our house immediately. After a few weeks, we 

adopted her. We named her Gracie. Mind you, our other 

dogs were not shelter dogs. This was the first time we ever 

had a dog who was not a puppy and would already have 

their past habits and personality. I can’t begin to tell you 

how good this dog is! She is the sweetest dog, she’s well 

behaved and VERY loving! She loves her walks and is  

everyone’s friend on our walk. People look forward to seeing 

her and they tell me she puts a smile on their faces! 

So, if anyone out there has love to give and needs a 

smile on their face, please consider going to the Shelter and 

giving one of these dogs or cats a happy ending and for 

them to give love to you!     

– Laurie Smego & Len Smego 

Volunteering & Adopting 
Continued from page 2

Letter from the Director 
Continued from page 1

thing up our sleeves. Thank you for reading this year’s 
newsletter that is packed with lots of great information for 
you and a few feel good stories that you will enjoy. This is 
just the first step in PAHS’ efforts to be a major community 
support center, not just to assist homeless animals but also 
to be a valuable resource and guide for pet owners that 
encourages increased pet retention in our communities.  

We are excited to grow this program to support even 
more families and to continue engaging with the community. 
We welcome everyone into the PAHS family and appreciate 
all of your support. Without you, none of our work would 
be possible. 

 

 

Elijah Brice-Middleton 
Executive Director



Thank you to Caprisha Mckoy and friends for throwing such a spectacular 
shelter building event for our community cats. Caprisha Mckoy does TNVR  
in the community and is a huge advocate for the voiceless and homeless  
non-human community members. Through this event, dozens of colony cat 
caretakers were provided with shelters for their colony cats in anticipation  
of the upcoming winter weather. Community leaders such as Caprisha play  
a crucial role in effecting positive change, we cannot do it without her and  
all of the other leaders in our community.

  

Cat Winter Building Palooza
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Colony Cat Caretaker Spotlight 
Giovanni Leonaris 

Giovanni Leonaris is a dedicated cat lover who has several indoor cats but also 
loves and cares for a multitude of outdoor cats as well.  

PAHS has helped me TNVR over 20 cats. Their attentiveness is unmatched and 
they treat every feral with such care. Anyone who knows community cats, knows 
that when they are stuck in a cat trap or a cage, they are not in a good mood. 
Despite this, staff and Animal Control Officers step up to the plate and provide the 
care that the cats need when few others do.  
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PAHS has been fortunate enough to rescue several dogs in need from a high  

volume shelter in North Carolina. Despite being such sweet animals, these dogs that  

are pulled from the South represent what can be accomplished when Animal Well-

Being organizations collaborate and support one another. This is an effort that requires 

inter-organizational communication and partnerships. Meet some of the cute faces that 

came through our doors this year and thank you to all of our fellow shelters who are 

doing the hard work necessary for pets across the country.

The reason I came in is because I am an animal lover. It does not  
just enrich the cats but it also enriches me as well. The way I got here is 
because my brother adopted a cat earlier this year and when I asked if 
volunteers were needed, PAHS said absolutely, so I did the orientation 
and have loved it ever since. It is the highlight of my week. It is the most 
calming and peaceful activity. To know that you are a positive moment in 
an animal’s life and to know that you are helping to place them in their 
forever home is priceless. This may have turned me into a cat person, 
because before coming here I was a tried and true dog person but I 
wanted to start with the cats and boy did they grow on me. I am now  
trying to talk my husband into getting a cat. I really fell in love with RJ. 
There is something special about each and every cat. They are so unique. 
And if you need something to get you out of the house, this is the best 
thing to do. It enriches both the person and the pet’s mind. It is so simple 
for the staff to train you and then spend an hour a week to enrich your 
life and a shelter pets’ life. 

Dog Person Joins the Cat Side 
Dawn Van de Wiele 

Rescued, Fostered, ADOPTED

Wendie

Wynter

Wanda & Westchester



What would it be like to constantly have kittens in your 
house? When my mom retired last year, we decided to find 
out. We started fostering through PAHS last November, and 
so far have had six families of kitties start their lives at our 
house. We don’t have any plans of stopping soon.  

Things that happen when you foster: 

● You have a daily cuteness overload.  

● You get to watch them grow up and see their  
individual personalities develop.  

● Your recycling bin will be FILLED with cat food cans.  

● Have a food scale? Now it’s a kitten scale.  

● Your friends want to come over all the time to  
see them.  

● Your friends and coworkers get sick of you constantly 
asking them if they’re sure they don’t want to adopt  
a kitten. 

● You always have a different answer to the question: 
“You have how many cats in your house now?”  
(Our maximum was 14 felines) 

Every litter of kittens is a new lesson. In the beginning, 
we had basic questions: ‘Are they gaining enough weight?’, 
‘Are they gaining too much weight?’, ‘Why does this kitten 
only want dry food but that one only wants wet?’, ‘Is this  
normal? Is that normal?’, as well as basic developmental 

questions. Every time we thought we had the routine  
understood, the next litter would do something new. My 
mom played midwife to the first cat that gave birth in our 
house. After our first feral mama, we are now people with  
a camera constantly giving us a live feed to our animals. 
New litters bring new questions like: ‘Where did that kitten’s 
whiskers go?’ and ‘Why is she bathing them until they are 
soaking wet?’. The front desk at PAHS has gotten MANY calls 
from us, and luckily, they are always happy to help.  

Fostering these families is such a rewarding experience.  
It does get difficult when the time comes for them to find 
their forever families, but we try to take comfort in knowing 
that we provided a happy, calm, and quiet place for these 
babies to spend the first few weeks of their lives. 

  

My Fostering Journey By Stephanie Tarbous
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I’ve driven by the building on Rock Avenue more times 
than I can count. I always brought along various treats for 
the animals, usually food and blankets. The realization that 
although those items are comforting, the animals clearly 
needed more from me. 

I signed up and attended a volunteer orientation. So 
much goes on behind those doors. The staff at this location 
are amazing. Animal control officers that work with such a 
kind heart. Staff taking dogs outside and cleaning cages 
from top to bottom each morning. My first experience was 
cleaning out 15 or so cat cages. Sounds silly but it was so 
gratifying. Doing good for those animals is so important, 
showing compassion for them is just as important. Walking  
a dog, speaking softly and gently petting them is a treat for 
them and for me too. Basically, this facility feeds the animals 
on food that is donated. Carrots are something my dog 
loves, I bring enough for all of them to enjoy now.  
Volunteering affords me the chance to see their needs. The 
adoption process is amazing too. The animals are seen by a 
vet to ensure their good health. Applicants are screened to 
ensure the animals are getting a safe home, but they also 
don’t put too many barriers for adoption at the same time.  
I donate whenever I can. The staff knows what they need to 
buy, and when I would ask them, I came to the realization 
that what I was leaving on the porch truly did not satisfy 
their needs. Whether money for repairs, or food, or medical 
supplies, anything that can be provided is helpful. The  

volunteering experience is amazingly satisfying for you and 
essential for the animals. If you are reading this, then you 
love animals like I do. Love them on the next level, it’s  
awesome! We would love to meet you here at PAHS!  

  

Donna to the Rescue By Donna Caira

Donna Caira with other volunteers and staff

Vickie was adopted in 2020 by the most amazing family. She is blind and had 

been at the shelter longer than any other resident. However, it was fate that  

she would meet her forever family. She has been learning new commands and 

making friends with her cat and dog 

siblings at home. Her three human 

family members cherish her dearly  

and bring her by for visits to put a 

smile on everyone’s face. We love  

to see our graduates living life to  

the fullest!

Catching Up With Old Friends
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It cannot be stressed enough how much the continued 

success of PAHS is dependent on our community, our 

donors and our animal lovers. We went from a pandemic  

to a hurricane and PAHS still managed to come out on top 

thanks to all of our spectacular supporters. The shelter  

suffered the loss of many material items during the storm 

and we are able to replace them and ensure that we can 

provide a safe environment to our animals all due to the 

compassion and fortitude of the Plainfield Area Humane 

Society supporters and donors. Whether someone is giving 

us pet food, blankets or monetary donations, each one has 

helped us take one step towards recovery and being the  

pillar of our animal community. Thank you from the depth  

of our hearts here at PAHS.  

We want to send a very huge thank you to the sponsors 

and supporters of our Blues, Barks & BBQ event.  

Sponsors 
● Donna LoStocco 

● Greg Le Cleir and Larry Fritcher 

● Frank and Xana Pascale of Sheelen’s Crossing 

Special Guests 
● Angelina Pivarnick from the MTV show, Jersey Shore 

Bands 

● Bob Cats 

● Jimmy Ferrenti 

To Our Supporters
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At the Plainfield Area  
Humane Society 
75 Rock Avenue, Plainfield, NJ

$5.00 per light

All proceeds will benefit the Plainfield Area Humane Society 
Deadline for tributes: December 31, 2022

LIGHTS OF REMEMBRANCE

A Tree Lighting Ceremony  
in Remembrance of Pets

December 6, 2022 6:30 pm

Name ____________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________ 

City ______________________________________________ 

State __________________________  Zip ________________  

Phone ____________________________________________ 

Email ____________________________________________________ 

Make Checks Payable to: PAHS 
Mail to: Lights of Remembrance 

Plainfield Area Humane Society 
75 Rock Avenue 
Plainfield, NJ 07063

OFFICE USE ONLY: 
Entended_____ Rec.#_____ Date Arr_____ Loc_____ PAHS

For more information, please visit   pahs.org

Please Print                                                                       Deceased (d)       Amount 
Clearly!                                                                              or Living (l)          ($5 per pet) 

Pet 1    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 2    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 3    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 4    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 5    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 6    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 7    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 8    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 9    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 10  ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 11  ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 12  ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Other Contributions ___________ 

Total Contributions ___________

Please detach and return bottom portion with your contribution

Detach here and mail to address below "

Remember or  
honor your pet  

with a light  
on the tree



Name ______________________________________________________________ Phone ______________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________ Email ____________________________________________ 

365 CLUB: (check one)   n $1000 . . . . . . One Day        n $250. . . . . . . . Trip to the Vet        n Other ______________ 

                            n $500 . . . . . . . Half Day        n $100. . . . . . . . Feed the Animals 

365 Club: ($1000 donation only) Please select jacket size: n Small, n Medium, n Large, n XL, n XXL 

n Do not place my name on the PAHS website.   

SAVE-A-LIFE GIFT: (check one) n Dog spay $95.00 n Cat spay $80.00 n Dog neuter $75.00 n Cat neuter $70.00 

PROJECT SAVE: n Dog ____________________ n Cat ____________________ Amount Enclosed $ ________________ 

GENERAL DONATION: Amount Enclosed $ ________________ 

Gift acknowledgment to: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

n Mastercard    n VISA     Card Number: ________________________________________________________ CVV: __________________ 

Exp. Date: __________________________________________________ Signature: ____________________________________________________________ 

PAHS Use Only:                          Date: ______________________ 

Foster Pet Assigned (Dog/Cat) ____________________________________________________________________________________

PAHS Calendar  
of Events

    P L A I N F I E L D  A R E A  H U M A N E  S O C I E T Y  75 Rock Avenue • Plainfield, New Jersey 07063

Save the Dates for these exciting upcoming events!  

DECEMBER 
6th      Lights of Remembrance  

Tree Lighting Ceremony  
at PAHS Shelter at 6:30 pm 

SPRING 
TBD     Topgolf   

Edison, NJ from 1:00 - 4:00 pm 

MARCH 
5th      Wine Tasting  

JUNE 

TBD     Golf Outing  

Please check our website, Facebook and Instagram 
pages for more information about these events  
and more!

Meet the Board
Angela Murray, Chair 

Steve Cecchettini, Vice Chair 

Andrea Zakutansky, Corresponding Secretary 

Keith Salvata, Treasurer 

Donna LoStocco, Immediate Past Chair 

Ellie Campolei, Trustee 

Sal Carrano, Trustee 

ElaineDedousis, Trustee 

Gregory Leclair, Trustee 

Shaun Maloney, Trustee 

Keith Murray, Trustee 

Ralph Serra, Trustee 

Patti Cronin, Trustee 

Andrew Smalls, Trustee 

Jill Zakutansky, Trustee 
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Plainfield Area Humane Society 

75 Rock Avenue 
Plainfield, New Jersey 07063 
(908) 754-0300

• Cat litter 

• Cat Food 

• Kitten Food 

• Bleach 

• Kongs 

• Paper Towels 

• Contractor Bags 

• Tall Garbage 
Bags 

DONATION WISH LIST

Shelter Hours: Tuesday - Thursday 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. • Friday 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
Saturday & Sunday 12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. • Closed Mondays and all legal holidays

We are also on Facebook and Instagram. 
Visit our website at www.pahs.org

PAHS Accepts PayPal Now it’s even easier to donate to PAHS!  
Go to our website www.pahs.org and click on the DONATE button.  
Making a secure payment from your bank account or with your credit card  
is safe and easy and best of all, will help the animals at PAHS! 

For dogs this includes  
the following: 

• Spaying or neutering 

• DHLP-PV vaccine  
(distemper - parvo) 

• Rabies vaccine 

• Heartworm - Lyme - Ehrlichiosis 
test 

• Microchip 

• ID tag and collar 

 For cats this includes: 
 

• Spaying or neutering 

• FVRCP vaccine  
(distemper) 

• Rabies vaccine 

• FelV-Fiv test  
(feline leukemia and aids) 

• Microchip 

• Carrier

Need a Friend? Adopt one from PAHS!

This newsletter was designed by Jama Bowman • 908.419.7034

THE COST OF ADOPTING AN ANIMAL: 

The cost of adopting a dog or puppy is $250; cat or kitten is $150.  


