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Mission Statement 
To find a safe, loving and 
appropriate home for every 
homeless pet, including 
those with special needs  
or challenges. We strive to 
treat, heal and provide  
optimal well-being for the 
animals in our care; and  
to create an environment 
where our animals receive 
love, respect and attention. 

E-Mail: contact@pahs.org 

Facebook: Plainfield Area 
Humane Society 

Instagram: pahs_1933 

LinkedIn: Plainfield Area 
Humane Society 
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You cannot change an animal’s past but 
you can affect their future.  

A powerfully prophetic quote that we at 
Plainfield Area Humane Society live by daily. 
What a year it has been, full of such generosity 
and support from our community and it has 
been to the benefit of our animals. This has 
been a trying time for the entire community 
and there is still development and rebuilding 
to be done. The events of 2021 have set an 
amazing precedent for growth at the shelter 
and the services we bring to our municipalities.  

On the heels of a tumultuous year in 2020 
we experienced additional hardships after the 
devastation of hurricane Ida. During my time 
with PAHS I have seen many acts of kindness 
and generosity and this year was no different. 
The way the community rallied around the 
shelter in our time of need could not have 
filled us with greater pride and appreciation. 

Despite the devastation of hurricane Ida 
we have seen growth in many of our life- 
saving programs at the shelter. In addition,  
we have seen a surge in our volunteers and 
fosters looking to make a difference in their 
community and our animal’s lives. There isn’t 
enough space or time to highlight the vast 
number of supporters and their amazing work 
but PAHS will continue to strive towards 
showing our appreciation to every single  
contributor of our organization. This newsletter 
will highlight just a portion of the individuals 

that have contributed so much to PAHS. Every 
person’s contributions, in the end, result in 
our animals finding their forever homes. 

 

Sincerely Yours, 

 

 

Elijah Brice-Middleton 
Executive Director
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Colony Cat Caretaker By Caprisha Mckoy 

I’ve been a Colony Caretaker going on 4 years. It started 
out as me seeing stray cats and wanting to make a difference. 
At that moment I made the decision to be the voice of the 
voiceless. 

With feeding cats, also comes the responsibility of TNVR. 
(Trapping, Neutering, Vaccinating & Returning). With the help 
of great friends and The Plainfield Area Humane Society, I’ve 
been able to successfully get this done and save more lives. 

PAHS is not only a shelter, they are a part of a strong  
animal community. They are made up of strong, dedicated 
and great people who effectively run this facility. The dedica-
tion and care they give each and every one of these animals 
is truly unmatched. I’m honored to have them as a shelter in 
the Plainfield area. 

TNR is important because it stops the breeding cycle of 
cats and therefore improves their lives while preventing 
reproduction. To find TNR support or volunteer opportunities 

in your community, I would sug-
gest reaching out to your local 
Animal Shelter. They will have 
information on how to start and 
also refer you to TNR Rescue 
groups in your area. 

There are many groups in NJ 
who specialize in TNR and will 
gladly assist you on how to start 
TNR for your colony. They will provide tips, as well as infor-
mation regarding low cost animal clinics in your area. 

Saving animals one paw at a time. The time to help is 
now. Save an animal today. 

If anyone is interested in following the Rescue/TNR work 
that I do, please feel free to follow my Facebook page,  
Caprisha Mckoy. 

My heart is so full as I write this with my ever present 
and faithful companion and best friend, Majestic Lady  
Destiny Leikauskas, who is lying right next to me. 

The good Lord, Jesus Christ, has truly blessed me with 
Destiny and I am eternally thankful to God for his precious 
gift to me. 

I must express my heartfelt gratitude to Mr. Elijah Brice-
Middleton (Uncle Elijah to Destiny) who played such a  
crucial part in the adoption process. Elijah, along with Josh 
Reyes and Lupe Ortiz, were able to see that Destiny and I 
are a match made in heaven. I call Elijah the Godfather of 
each and every animal at the shelter. Elijah goes far above 
the role of Executive Director, as he is personally involved 
with the welfare, care and spirit of each dog and cat. Elijah 
always finds a way to stretch himself timewise and he is 
truly a perfect example of ‘never leave a friend behind’. Mr. 
Josh Reyes, an animal control officer, was, I believe, placed 
by God himself to be the one to rescue my sweet Destiny. 
Mr. Reyes places his safety, in fact his very life, in danger 
every day to prevent stray dogs from being killed or hurt. 
Many of these stray animals that Mr. Reyes rescues have 
behavioral and medical challenges, through no fault of their 

own. Many pets like my 
Destiny have been abused, 
neglected and traumatized. I 
remain ever grateful to both 
Josh Reyes and Elijah Brice-
Middleton. As for my Destiny, she has gone from an emaci-
ated stray, afraid of every noise to being a confident, proud 
and very regal little princess who is the star of our neighbor-
hood. The house, yard and car all belong to Destiny and she 
views them as her kingdom where she indeed holds court. 

In closing, I would also like to acknowledge Mr. Bill 
Machado who is a caretaker for the animals at the shelter. 
He gives all of these special little ones food and water and is 
also responsible for walking and socializing the strays that 
society has cruelly deemed unmanageable.  

I also send my love and a big thank you to Lupe Ortiz, 
for showing such attention, kindness and love to my Destiny. 
May God continue to bless all those at the Plainfield Area 
Humane Society for their good and kind hearts and may all 
God’s creatures find their forever homes.  

With my continued Love, Gratitude and Prayer, 
Mrs. Joyce Leikauskas, Destiny’s Mommy! 

 Joyce Finds Her Destiny By Joyce Leikauskas 
In loving gratitude to God, Destiny, Josh and Elijah 
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I think that my interactions with cats at such a formative 
age really humanized me. It taught me some level of respon-
sibility, sure, but the tactile nature of cats taught me love. 

When I was twenty-two, my roommate and I moved from 
Spanish Harlem to Hell’s Kitchen so she could advance her 
career walking dogs for the rich and famous. Somehow, 
through one of her connections we inherited a batch of  
foster kittens, and that’s how I first got into fostering. I have 
such great memories of opening up a can of cat food and 
having five little furballs race across the apartment screeching 
and climbing over each other, a mountain of blurred fur. 

Cut to fifteen years later and after doing a whirlwind tour 
living in New York, Portland Oregon, L.A., and Philly, I came 
full circle back to my childhood home of New Jersey. When  
I bought my little house, I had been animal-less for a year 
since my last cat’s passing. I definitely felt like there was 
something missing, but I was waiting for the right time. One 
day in September of 2020, I was overcome with this longing 
to have animals around again. So that very same day I drove 
down to Plainfield Humane Society and met Taylor, a woman 
who I would later discover was a veritable saint in terms of 
everything she did for animals. She told me she had some 
behaviorally challenged kittens to give me the following 
week, and that’s how the second chapter of my fostering 
journey began. 

There’s nothing like driving home with a fresh batch of 
kittens, that feeling you get when you open up the box and 
say, well who do we have here? I swear it’s like Christmas 
morning every time. Some are so shy and need to be coaxed 
out of their shells. Others are fearless dog-cats. The first batch 
were long haired beauties, tentative at first but quick to 
warm. It wasn’t long before they were all gathered on my  
lap every night, and we spent countless evenings watching 
football together that fall.  

I just love all their different personalities, their “cattitudes”. 
Some are sweet and cuddly, some are stubbornly independent. 
Some are super active, and others are total Netflix-and-Chill 
cats. One of my favorite fosters came to me right after she 
was released from a bite hold. I thought she was going to be 
super aggressive and hostile, but after a few weeks she 
became the biggest lap cat I’ve ever seen. Another little guy 
was skeptical at first, hissing at me from the cat carrier, but his 
transformation was even more dramatic. As soon as he was 
let out of his cage, he jumped straight onto my lap and stayed 
there for the remainder of my work day, a total purr machine. 

In June of this year I was given a bottle fed kitten who 
had been left on the doorstep of the humane society during 
a storm. She was one of two, but her sibling did not survive. 

One of her eyes was 
completely closed, and 
she was so congested 
she could barely breathe. 
I woke up every three 
hours to feed this kitty. 
Each time I would stum-
ble into the kitchen to 
prepare her bottle in the 
middle of the night, I 
had to check to make sure she was still alive. 
After two weeks (during which I developed a deep empathy 
for actual moms), she had radically transformed. She became 
spritely and vibrant, the cheeriest little creature you ever saw. 
Watching her metamorphosis made the sacrifice of a few 
weeks of interrupted sleep seem like nothing compared to 
the miracle of second chances. 

I have wanted for a long time to get ‘involved,’ but 
involved in what, I really didn’t know. I knew I wanted to give 
back (people say that feels good, ha), but I really had no 
direction and took no initiative for years and years. When I 
stumbled into fostering, I knew I had found a purpose, a 
home of sorts. Obviously kittens are adorable, but it really is 
a tremendous amount of work. The cleaning alone can take 
up to an hour a day, depending on how many I have. But 
these little guys depend on me, and I take pride in finding 
ways to socialize them so that they can become the best cats 
to whoever ends up giving them their forever home. I’m not 
religious, but I can say completely unironically that I feel like  
I am doing God’s work, no joke.  

Everyone I talk to says they wouldn’t be able to foster, 
because they’re scared that they would get attached and 
want to keep them all. I’m not saying that thought didn’t 
occur to me but I decided to try it anyway. As it turns out, it 
is tremendously rewarding to walk with these little guys from 
A to B. I take them at the age when they’re so young and 
fragile and I keep them until they are big enough to eat on 
their own and play and go up for adoption.  

I’m not going to lie, there are times when I find it hard to 
let go but they are few and far between, and they are far out-
weighed by the joy of seeing these sweet creatures find their 
forever homes. Having pets is so mutually beneficial for both 
the human and the animal. Sometimes it really is a question 
of who saved who. Having pets can really light up your life, 
so when I see (or hear) that a person came in and fell in 
love with one of my little friends, it’s so heartwarming. 

These creatures are so helpless, they just need someone 

  

My Fostering Journey By Jen Ahlstrom

Continued on page 5



I came to volunteer with PAHS back in 2019, when my 

sister Jill who is on the Board of Directors said to me you 

need to volunteer as the shelter was transitioning manage-

ment/staff. I walked in and saw animals that were there  

far too long, lots to be done with organizing, cleaning, and 

getting the shelter ready for all the great changes that were 

ahead. Volunteering at an animal shelter ensures that you 

are surrounded by caring people, all working toward a  

common goal. You see the same people on a regular basis 

and can bond through your common interest of helping  

animals and the inevitable funny stories that incoming  

critters will inspire. In this type of environment, it’s inevitable 

that you’ll make quality, dependable friends who care. I knew 

this was the case when I first met Elijah, the shelter’s Director 

who is smart, innovative and a great advocate for animal 

welfare not to mention fun to be around and to scare every 

so often. I have also been fortunate to have gotten to know 

staff, other volunteers, and board members. Getting to know 

them and hear the love and passion they have for PAHS and 

animals in need of loving homes is so rewarding. 

One of my favorite things to do is spend time with the 

animals, whether it’s taking dogs for a walk, playing in the 

yard or just showing them some love, their personalities 

come out and they start to shine. You can almost see the 

change in their behavior instantly. By working with them, 

they begin to trust you 
and other humans in 
extension. This helps 
them come out of 
their shell and become 
desirable to adopters. 
Now, that is something 
entirely rewarding.  

Outside of the  
shelter, I attend and 
help with adoption 
events at local venues, 
community outreach – 
help making cat/dogs toys and informing the public about 
our pets at PAHS and how they can get involved in shelter 
events like Bark with the Benjamins and the Virtual Freestyle 
Dance Party. I also advocate for our shelter pets by sharing 
information, photos, and videos online and through my net-
work at my company which has an Animal Health business.   

Being at an animal shelter can give you clarity on how 
many dogs and cats become abandoned or abused. It is 
extremely sad, but animal shelters like PAHS give hope to 
the lost animals. I hope that one day they will all find the 
perfect human which keeps me coming back time and again 
until they all do.  

  

Volunteer Spotlight: Andrea Zakutansky 
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Joan’s Community  
Cat Program 

Joan is a long time staff member at PAHS. We will be naming our 
TNR program after her to commemorate her tireless dedication to our 
community cats at PAHS and to all of our sick Kittens that she is 
responsible for at the shelter. Joan prides herself on being the voice 
of the truly voiceless, she knows that the cats who have made homes 
in our community deserve the same kindness and love that our 
indoor pets receive. She has changed the lives of so many sick, 
injured and homeless cats and we could not be more proud of the 
work she has done. If you are interested in donating to Joan’s  
Community Cat Program to support the community cats of the  
Plainfield Area, please visit our website www.pahs.org. 
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to give them a shot. Sometimes they have tragic backstories: 
they are abandoned or found in dire condition, they’re sick  
or they lost their mom. What I would say to people who are 
thinking about fostering is try it. If you’re scared of doing it, try 
it. My first year of fostering, I didn’t have any sick kittens, and 
it was a total breeze; but I got braver as time went on. Even-
tually I made the decision to foster younger and more vulner-
able cats, and it has been so rewarding. My only advice would 
be to get a book about it. My attempts to find in-depth infor-
mation about how to raise kittens on the internet was frustrat-
ing, so I wish I had gone to a better source in the beginning. 

I have met the most amazing people at Plainfield 
Humane Society. Literally every person there has become a 
kindred spirit, and they have helped me so much on my  
journey. In a way I feel like I have found my tribe. I relate to 
these people because we are all sensitive souls who feel the 
most comfortable and safe in the company of animals. That’s 
not for everyone, but I think it’s common, and I have become 

extremely fond of that motley crew. I have consistently wit-
nessed them go above and beyond their job responsibilities 
to improve the welfare of animals, and they all have the 
biggest hearts, a beautiful quality that I appreciate so deeply. 

For me I’ve felt for a long time that I’ve been living in a 
perpetual to-do list mentality. I’m busy, and the pace of life 
(in this country at least) is fast. I’m often focused on the next 
task instead of being in the present. I think that cats (and 
pets in general) are the living embodiment of a loving pres-
ence. They help me to slow down because they are living in 
this moment. My experience with fostering has been one of 
open-heartedness; these animals have made me laugh and 
they have made me cry. My heart has been so full in this 
process. “What’s the point of life if you’re not laughing,” my 
boyfriend says all the time. My instinct is to scoff at that 
statement’s simplicity but maybe he’s right. What I do know 
is that these cats have helped me more than I have helped 
them. And for that, I am grateful.

My memory brings me back to the end of the summer 
when Hurricane Ida hit New Jersey with a vengeance! As 
PAHS was doing everything possible to save their animals, I 
was trying to save my dog of 12 years. Heartbreakingly, I had 
to put down my beloved Jack Russell, Jeter.  

Years past and animals past, I would wait a substantial 
period of time to go out and adopt another pet. I would ask 
myself if I was ready or have I grieved long enough? This 
was not my mind set this time. I will never have that mind-
set again. I walked into PAHS the very next day. Little did I 
know that this trip to PAHS was going to heal my heart! 

The very first cat I saw stole my heart! She was just 
demanding attention through her cage, She was so affec-
tionate and active. I did not see that she was a Tripod! Little 
did I know she was a Facebook sensation (considering the 
GoFundMe page to save her life). I had fallen in love with 
Squiggles. Ziggy was her next door neighbor at PAHS and 
she was a beauty. They were bonded so I got both babies to 
bring home that same day! The very first night, they climbed 
on my bed and filled in that lonely spot on my bed. Now 
that spot is filled with kitty love! 

Squiggles is now Chloe Grace and Ziggy is Clara Daphnis. 
Chloe (Squiggles) spends most of her days playing in her 
water fountain or hiding little Lemonhead candies through-

out my place. I collect 
them all and she starts 
all over again!  
So Sweet! Clara  
(Ziggy) is a wonderful 
playmate. They play  
all night long! 

Chloe and Clara have filled each of my nights with love and 
joy! These girls have certainly helped my heart to heal! 

All my best, 
Diana Charos Reilly 

A Trip to PAHS Healed My Heart! By Diana Charos-Reilly

My Fostering Journey Continued from page 3 
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At the Plainfield Area  
Humane Society 
75 Rock Avenue, Plainfield, NJ

$5.00 per light

All proceeds will benefit the Plainfield Area Humane Society 
Deadline for tributes: December 31, 2021

LIGHTS OF REMEMBRANCE

A Tree Lighting Ceremony  
in Remembrance of Pets

December 6, 2021 7:00 pm

Name ____________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________ 

City ______________________________________________ 

State __________________________  Zip ________________  

Phone ____________________________________________ 

Email ____________________________________________________ 

Make Checks Payable to: PAHS 
Mail to: Lights of Remembrance 

Plainfield Area Humane Society 
75 Rock Avenue 
Plainfield, NJ 07063

OFFICE USE ONLY: 
Entended_____ Rec.#_____ Date Arr_____ Loc_____ PAHS

For more information, please visit   pahs.org

Please Print                                                                       Deceased (d)       Amount 
Clearly!                                                                              or Living (l)          ($5 per pet) 

Pet 1    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 2    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 3    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 4    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 5    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 6    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 7    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 8    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 9    ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 10  ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 11  ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Pet 12  ___________________________________________   _______________  ___________ 

Other Contributions ___________ 

Total Contributions ___________

Please detach and return bottom portion with your contribution

Detach here and mail to address below "

Remember or  
honor your pet  

with a light  
on the tree



Name ______________________________________________________________ Phone ______________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________ Email ____________________________________________ 

365 CLUB: (check one)   n $1000 . . . . . . One Day        n $250. . . . . . . . Trip to the Vet        n Other ______________ 

                            n $500 . . . . . . . Half Day        n $100. . . . . . . . Feed the Animals 

365 Club: ($1000 donation only) Please select jacket size: n Small, n Medium, n Large, n XL, n XXL 

n Do not place my name on the PAHS website.   
SAVE-A-LIFE GIFT: (check one) n Dog spay $95.00 n Cat spay $80.00 n Dog neuter $75.00 n Cat neuter $70.00 
PROJECT SAVE: n Dog ____________________ n Cat ____________________ Amount Enclosed $ ________________ 
MEMORIAL HEART: $50.00 Pet’s name for heart: ____________________________________________________________________ 
GENERAL DONATION: Amount Enclosed $ ________________ 

Gift acknowledgment to: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

n Mastercard    n VISA     Card Number: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Exp. Date: __________________________________________________ Signature: ____________________________________________________________ 

PAHS Use Only:                          Date: ______________________ 

Foster Pet Assigned (Dog/Cat) ____________________________________________________________________________________

PAHS Calendar  
of Events

    P L A I N F I E L D  A R E A  H U M A N E  S O C I E T Y  75 Rock Avenue • Plainfield, New Jersey 07063

Save the Dates for these exciting upcoming events!  

DECEMBER 
6th      Lights of Remembrance  

Tree Lighting Ceremony  
at PAHS Shelter at 7:00 pm 

FEBRUARY 2020 
27th    Topgolf   

Edison, NJ from 1:00 - 4:00 pm 

SPRING/SUMMER 
TBD     Wine Tasting  

TBD     Golf Outing  

 

Please check our website, Facebook and Instagram 

pages for more information about these events  

and more!

To Our Supporters
It cannot be stressed enough how much the contin-

ued success of PAHS is dependent on our community, 

our donors and our animal lovers. We went from a 

pandemic to a hurricane and PAHS still managed to 

come out on top thanks to all of our spectacular  

supporters. The shelter suffered the loss of many  

material items during the storm and we are able to 

replace them and ensure that we can provide a safe 

environment to our animals all due to the compassion 

and fortitude of the Plainfield Area Humane Society 

supporters and donors. Whether someone is giving us 

pet food, blankets or monetary donations, each one has 

helped us take one step towards recovery and being 

the pillar of our animal community.  

Thank you from the depth of 
our hearts here at PAHS.
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Plainfield Area Humane Society 

75 Rock Avenue 
Plainfield, New Jersey 07063 
(908) 754-0300

• Cat litter 

• Cat Food 

• Kitten Food 

• Bleach 

• Kongs 

• Paper Towels 

• Contractor Bags 

• Tall Garbage 
Bags 

DONATION WISH LIST

Shelter Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. • Thursday 12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. • Friday 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday 12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. • Sunday 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. • Closed Mondays and all legal holidays

We are also on Facebook and Instagram. 
Visit our website at www.pahs.org

PAHS Accepts PayPal Now it’s even easier to donate to PAHS!  
Go to our website www.pahs.org and click on the DONATE button.  
Making a secure payment from your bank account or with your credit card  
is safe and easy and best of all, will help the animals at PAHS! 

For dogs this includes  
the following: 

• Spaying or neutering 

• DHLP-PV vaccine  
(distemper - parvo) 

• Rabies vaccine 

• Heartworm - Lyme - Ehrlichiosis 
test 

• Microchip 

• ID tag and collar 

 For cats this includes: 
 

• Spaying or neutering 

• FVRCP vaccine  
(distemper) 

• Rabies vaccine 

• FelV-Fiv test  
(feline leukemia and aids) 

• Microchip 

• Carrier

Need a Friend? Adopt one from PAHS!

This newsletter was designed by Jama Bowman • 908.419.7034

THE COST OF ADOPTING AN ANIMAL: 

The cost of adopting a dog or puppy is $250; cat or kitten is $150.  


