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Mission Statement 
To find a safe, loving and 
appropriate home for every 
homeless pet, including 
those with special needs  
or challenges. We strive to 
treat, heal and provide  
optimal well-being for the 
animals in our care; and  
to create an environment 
where our animals receive 
love, respect and attention. 

Vision Statement 
That all pets have a  
permanent home to live 
their lives in comfort.

Letter from the Director

(908) 754-0300 www.pahsnj.org
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With this year coming to an end, Plainfield 
Area Humane Society (PAHS) has experienced 
tremendous change within the past 3 months. 
In the spirit of moving towards progressive 
reforms and the forefront of best practices in 
animal welfare, PAHS has undergone several 
changes that include policy, appearance,  
structural changes, animal housing and much 
more. We have implemented all of these 
changes with the intent of improving our  
animals’ quality of care during their transi-
tional stay at our shelter. Here at PAHS we 
have decided to welcome the community and 
other animal organizations into our growing 
list of partnerships by bolstering our commu-
nity outreach, foster program, volunteer  
program and creating a New Hope Rescue 
program. We are moving forward with the 
intent to build alliances with other rescues, 
shelters and animal organizations. This is all to 
ensure that we can increase pet retention in 
our community while also decreasing length 
of stay at our shelter.  

We have partnered with many local busi-
nesses and companies to have adoption 
events in the surrounding community. These 
adoption events are a continued success with 
pets finding their forever home at almost 
every event. We also have other fun events for 
community members to participate in such as 
Top Golf in November, Wine Tasting in March 
and many others that you can find on our 
website.  

All of these positive changes are made 
possible because of a dedicated group of  
staff, volunteers and board members that are 
committed to the success of PAHS and every 
single animal that comes through our doors. 
PAHS is a place of healing, love and comfort 
because of every dedicated member of our 
organization.  

Due to the support of an amazing  
community, PAHS will be around for many 
years to come. 

Sincerely Yours, 

 

 

Elijah Brice-Middleton 
Director, Plainfield Area Humane Society

E-Mail Address 
contact.PAHS@verizon.net
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Shadow and Her New Furever Home 
Shadow is a 4 year old Mastiff mix. She was previously 

owned by a Presa Canario breeder as she was meant to be  
a breeder dog, however, she was getting picked on by the 
other dogs in the home. Due to this incompatibility, the 
owner brought her in to be surrendered. Shadow has always 
been sweet and easily handled, but also very timid. When 
she was brought to PAHS she was underweight and in need 
of some medical and behavioral rehabilitation. After being 
nursed back to health, an amazing adopter stepped up to 
provide the loving home environment Shadow deserved.  

Here Is A Letter From Shadow’s Adopter 
My children have grown up with two Pit Bull Terriers. 

First, there was Jada whom I had since I was 18 and gave 
me the most beautiful memories for 16 years. Then, there 
was Boozer who gave us 15 beautiful protective years. We 
all had to adjust to an empty home after their passing. My 
daughter at 2 years old was coping with our loss of our pets, 
her furry BFF, in her own way. She would call for him and 
she began to hoard her toys as if they were never going to 
come back. She needed to take as many toys as she could 
upstairs and downstairs because at 2 years old the Rainbow 
Bridge is a bit hard to conceive. My Boys were heartbroken, 
their beds felt empty without their snuggly bedtime buddy, 
the house was cold and I was a mess from missing both my 
fur babies. I had given two baby puppies a fantastic home 
for many many years. One day it hit me, what my journey 
now was, that we wanted to help and adopt a pup in need 
and we didn’t care of age or sex or breed. There are too 
many animals in need of homes, in need of love. We wanted 

to save and love an animal 
that maybe was never 
given the chance. This is 
thankfully what lead us to 
Shadow. As I began my 
search, Shadow’s picture 
tugged hard at my heart. 
She weighed on my 
mind as I anxiously 
awaited an email after 
filling out an application. 
I ended up just having 
to call about her 
because I could not 
wait to hear back. Things worked 
out with extreme patience for Shadow and our family as she 
needed some extra healing time at the shelter. Thanks to the 
amazing help, pure dedication and guidance provided by the 
PAHS team...Shadow is home now and shines brighter 
everyday! I know my two fur babies in heaven are looking 
down proudly as well as helping give the guidance we need 
on our new journey with Shadow. Our hearts couldn’t be 
fuller or happier with our sweet girl I honestly can say I 
thought I would never love another pup as much as my two 
previous pups because of how deeply it hurts to lose those 
you love, but this isn’t the case with our new baby girl. Since 
the first day I read Shadows brief story and laid my eyes on 
her eyes through her picture, then to personally see Shadow 
in her run, I was taken aback and speechless. I was over-
whelmed with unexplainable emotions and feelings. 

$60 Adults 
$40 Kids 12 & Under 
 
Tickets: 
pahs.booktix.com 
Check out our  
sponsorship  
packages, visit  
Administrator@pahs.orgTOPGOLF Edison • 1013 US Rt 1, Edison, NJ 08817
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The journey of gaining Shadow’s trust is ever so reward-
ing. When we leave the house Shadow is sad and becomes 
reclusive per my husband. When I arrive back home, we 
sometimes have to start back at square one as she was just 
several hours ago connected to me at the hip, following me 
everywhere! She may be upset with me I feel when I have 
to work so we work hard to regain her trust everytime we 
come back home. Working towards regaining her trust and 
familiarity is worth absolutely every second. She is eating well 
and roaming around the house. She sometimes appears to 
be a dopey and silly doggy however I believe Shadow to be 
very, very smart. True trait of any Mastiff. So I tend to think she 
knows who I am because she is just not happy when I leave.  

She is free to move in and out of the house at will, how-
ever, she will not come out until I literally sweet talk her into 
coming outside. She is starting to already be alert around 
the house. My husband walked in from work yesterday 
while she was with me in the kitchen and she was on guard 
and we both got startled as Shadow let out a huge few 
boisterous barks! So she’s definitely getting some of her 
confidence back! It saddens me to pieces to think what has 
happened to this girl over the years. It really makes me real-
ize the plight of the homeless animal and puts a lot of 
things into perspective in terms of Shadow’s journey or for 
any shelter animal’s journey in life before the shelter and 
after adoption. To be able to see them thrive in such tiny 
ways is such a rewarding process. Daily progress is so 
rewarding and humbling. To not “cower down” or be hesi-
tant upon your approach. For them to let you hold them, 
hug them or just touch them without fear and with trust. To 
be curious as to what the dishwasher is and being brave 
enough to come over and sniff it out when the day before 
they had run away when you opened it. To see the gallop 
and trot of a playful puppy outside even if it’s only for a few 
seconds! Their personality slowly but surely is destined to 
shine. Their soul, their eyes, their story unknown makes this 
worth everything to my family and I. Whether young or old. 
They all deserve life. A happy & loved life.  

In hindsight they teach us humans a lot about ourselves, 
our family and also a lot about this thing called life in gen-
eral. They teach our children how to be kind, loving and 
gentle. My two boys are still trying to grasp what they can 
do for Shadow to love them like they did with our other two 
dogs. I have explained that Shadow is an older girl and has 
been through some very tough times. It takes patience and 
persistence. You keep showing her how much you love her. 
You can sit by her and talk to her, she hears you. You can 
gently just pet her if she allows you. When she’s laying down 

you may sit with her and be present for her so she knows 
you will always be there. She knows you love her. My little 
daughter, according to my husband, “is a mini version of you 
with Shadow while you’re gone. She will go over and just sit 
and talk to her and say ‘Hi Shadow, It’s going to be fine, 
you’re a good girl, I love you.” She gives her a little smooch 
and off she goes. I witnessed my daughter doing this as I 
got in the door one night and it brought tears to my eyes. A 
little girl’s love for her dog and her repeating everything I say 
to Shadow all day but in the words of a 2 year old. She spoke 
so softly because she knows Shadow must be sad because 
earlier she has been out walking around, eating and drinking 
following Mom and now Mom’s not here and she goes to 
lay down in her crate to feel safe and won’t come out now. 
We are all respectful of Shadow and are all understanding of 
her on her terms as she adjusts to her new home.  

These pups change your life. They give you a purpose just 
when you thought you’d about given up due to heartache 
and loss. They turn your house into a home. They humble 
you greatly and provide love and joy to us humans! PAHS is 
doing an outstanding job loving and providing for all of their 
animals! To adopt has been a true blessing for us. To know 
we are helping the sweetest girl on earth live her best life 
now as she also in return is a daily reminder of pure joy, 
kindness, smiles, unconditional love, patience, gentleness, 
simplicity and understanding. She teaches us that time and 
love heals. PAHS did a phenomenal job and has an out-
standing Board & Staff. They provide communication and 
genuine sincerity for all these animals that pass through their 
doors. My family is beyond thankful and grateful for the board 
member’s persistence and dedication to organize and place 
Shadow in her furever home as we start our journey together! 
Thank you to the Director, Elijah, for all of Shadow’s updates 
and accommodations and also to the shelter manager for being 
present for our visit with Shadow. This experience has been 
absolutely more than my own words or heart can express as 
we are all still in Awww of our girl and your support. 



One May afternoon while dropping off newspapers and 
paper towels to PAHS, I noticed a sign about an upcoming 
cleanup weekend. Nervous to leave my comfort zone—it’s 
called that for a reason—I showed up anyway and wound up 
painting the front porch railing.  

I had intentions of returning that week to walk dogs, but 
instead I returned to my comfort zone. Until a 45-minute, 
frenetic at times, phone call with an ardent board member. 
In passionate detail she described good things that were 
happening at the shelter, but they needed volunteers to 
keep things moving forward. She raved about the new  
director who focused on animal welfare. That week I met 
Elijah and knew I wanted to be part of his team.  

My decision was validated during the runup to and day 
of Clear the Shelters. What I feared was an overly ambitious 
idea that had great potential for disaster became the glue 
that still holds so many of us together. Staff, volunteers, 
board members. Taking calls, introducing pets to people, 
explaining adoption procedures, verifying housing, calming 
angry folks who’d waited for hours only to learn their would-

be pet was no longer 
available. But we 
never lost sight of 
our mission: to find 
good, responsible, 
loving homes for  
the animals. I 
learned a lot that 
day about the  
animals, the shelter 
and the people 
behind it all. 

I have since 

done everything 

from scrubbing the toilet to working adoption events. My 

kids have cleaned cages and walked dogs. I used to envy  

people who had a passion that filled their soul if not their 

bank account. I had found many ways to donate time and 

money, but I hadn’t quite found my passion or my people. 

Until now.  

  

Volunteer Spotlight: Regina Whitmer, Journalist 

Comments From One of Our Dedicated Fosters
It’s a wonderful experience to foster these little bottle fed 

kittens for PAHS. Watching them grow and enjoy a happy 
and healthy life, really giving them a second chance at life 
by caring for them in their time of need is very rewarding. 
All they need is a little bit of care and love. It also makes me 
feel great knowing that I am making a small contribution for 
the betterment of our society.
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A letter from Ren and Stimpy’s Adopter 

Ren and Stimpy found me at the shelter. I didn’t really 
plan on adopting a cat, let alone two cats but somehow 
they convinced me to come visit them weekly until it was 
time to go home. They were at the shelter nearly two years 
and they were both almost two years old. Although they’re 
not related they’ve been cage mates their whole life and are 
a bonded pair. Their first day home they were set up in my 
upstairs bathroom. They were brought home to a very fun 
and busy house. They now have a 12 year old feline sister, 
two dogs and two human children to love. It took them 
some time to get adjusted and lots of reassurance and  
affection. For a while they claimed that bathroom as their 
own and would only come out with bribes as it was their 
temporary safe place. They quickly learned that throughout 
the house there were many windowsills to soak up the sun, 
people to give them lots of food and attention, and children 
and toys to play with. Now they have developed their own 
very cute quirks and routines. Ren bolts for the bathroom 
every time someone goes in hoping to get us to turn on the 
sink for him for some splashes and sips of water. Stimpy 

tackles us as we sit on the 
edge of our bed and head 
butts us first thing in the 
morning in the kitchen as 
we drink our coffee. They 
have woven their way into 
our homes and deep into 
our hearts in the very quick three months  
they’ve been a part of our family.

  

Ren and Stimpy Go Home!
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Clear the Shelters
On August 17th, PAHS participated in the nationally  

celebrated Clear The Shelters event. Due to the popularity  
of the event, we decided to make our adoption process 
more strict. Even with these added precautions we still  
were able to place 30 animals with their forever homes 
making the day a huge success. Those animals consisted  
of 14 cats, 14 dogs and 2 rabbits. Staff and volunteers at 
PAHS have checked on these pets in their new homes to 
ensure pet retention remains high and we are happy to 
report that they are still doing very well. With an astounding 
42 animals adopted in the month of August, PAHS reached 
a historical high in pet adoptions. We are also excited to 
announce that we were able to adopt out many long stays 
and senior pets. 
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Remember or honor your pet with a light on the tree…



Name ______________________________________________________________ Phone ______________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________ Email ____________________________________________ 

365 CLUB: (check one)   n $1000 . . . . . . One Day        n $250. . . . . . . . Trip to the Vet        n Other ______________ 

                            n $500 . . . . . . . Half Day        n $100. . . . . . . . Feed the Animals 

365 Club: ($1000 donation only) Please select jacket size: n Small, n Medium, n Large, n XL, n XXL 

n Do not place my name on the PAHS Web site.   

SAVE-A-LIFE GIFT: (check one) n Dog spay $95.00 n Cat spay $80.00 n Dog neuter $75.00 n Cat neuter $70.00 

PROJECT SAVE: n Dog ____________________ n Cat ____________________ Amount Enclosed $ ________________ 

MEMORIAL HEART: $50.00 Pet’s name for heart: ____________________________________________________________________ 

GENERAL DONATION: Amount Enclosed $ ________________ 

Gift acknowledgment to: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

n Mastercard    n VISA     Card Number: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Exp. Date: __________________________________________________ Signature: ____________________________________________________________ 

PAHS Use Only:                          Date: ______________________ 

Foster Pet Assigned (Dog/Cat) ____________________________________________________________________________________

PAHS Calendar  
of Events

    P L A I N F I E L D  A R E A  H U M A N E  S O C I E T Y  75 Rock Avenue • Plainfield, New Jersey 07063

Save the Dates for these exciting upcoming events!  

NOVEMBER 
10th     Topgolf in Edison, NJ from 1:00-4:00 pm 
24th     Photos with Santa at Best Friends Pet Hotel  

in Green Brook, NJ from 11:00 am-3:00 pm 

DECEMBER 
6th       Lights of Remembrance  

Tree Lighting Ceremony  
at PAHS Shelter at 7:00 pm 

TBD      Holiday Gift Wrapping  
at Bridgewater Commons  

MARCH 2019 
1st        Wine Tasting Auction in Westfield, NJ  

from 1:00-4:00 pm 

MAY/JUNE 
22nd    2nd Annual Golf Outing  

at Echo Lake Country Club 

Please check our website, Facebook and Instagram pages 
for more information about these events and more!

To Our Supporters

Want to Stay in Contact? 
Email: contact.pahs@verizon.net 

Web Site: pahsnj.org 

Facebook: Plainfield Area Humane Society 

Instagram: pahs_1933 

LinkedIn: Plainfield Area Humane Society 

Plainfield Area Humane Society has been supported by  

generous donations for 86 years and those donations have kept 

our organization thriving and our animals happy. 

The in-kind donations that we receive such as food and 

blankets make it so that we can spend our funds on other life-

saving measures such as veterinary care and foster programs.  

We are always working hard to maintain our antiquated 

building, we are able to do so with the help of our one time 

and recurring donors. With the support of our donors we have 

been able to get new roofing, transportation and appliances.
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Plainfield Area Humane Society 

75 Rock Avenue 
Plainfield, New Jersey 07063 
(908) 754-0300

• Cat litter 

• Cat Food 

• Kitten Food 

• Bleach 

• Kongs 

• Paper Towels 

• Contractor Bags 

• Tall Garbage 
Bags 

DONATION WISH LIST

Shelter Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. • Thursday 12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. • Friday 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday 12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. • Sunday 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. • Closed Mondays and all legal holidays

We are also on Facebook and Instagram. 
Visit our website at www.pahsnj.org

PAHS Accepts PayPal Now it’s even easier to donate to PAHS!  
Go to our website www.pahsnj.org and click on the DONATE button.  
Making a secure payment from your bank account or with your credit card  
is safe and easy and best of all, will help the animals at PAHS! 

For dogs this includes  
the following: 

• Spaying or neutering 

• DHLP-PV vaccine  
(distemper - parvo) 

• Rabies vaccine 

• Heartworm - Lyme - Ehrlichiosis 
test 

• Microchip 

• ID tag and collar 

 For cats this includes: 
 

• Spaying or neutering 

• FVRCP vaccine  
(distemper) 

• Rabies vaccine 

• FelV-Fiv test  
(feline leukemia and aids) 

• Microchip 

• Carrier

Need a Friend? Adopt one from PAHS!

This newsletter was designed by Jama Bowman • 908.419.7034

THE COST OF ADOPTING AN ANIMAL: 

The cost of adopting a dog or puppy is $250; cat or kitten is $150.  


