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Mission Statement 
To find a safe, loving and 
appropriate home for every 
homeless pet, including 
those with special needs  
or challenges. We strive to 
treat, heal and provide  
optimal well-being for the 
animals in our care; and  
to create an environment 
where our animals receive 
love, respect and attention. 

E-Mail: contact@pahs.org 

Facebook: Plainfield Area 
Humane Society 

Instagram: pahs_1933 

LinkedIn: Plainfield Area 
Humane Society 
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(908) 754-0300 www.pahs.org
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This year has been a tumultuous journey 
but one of the things it has shown us is that 
there are threads of commonality between us 
all. The members of our community have 
shown up for our animals and supported the 
organization in so many ways from providing 
foster homes, forever homes, supplies and 
support in so many other forms. 

We have managed to get a majority of our 
animals placed into their forever or foster 
homes, and so now we have only a handful 
of animals in the shelter. This is such a great 
accomplishment because we are just one step 
closer to eliminating animal homelessness in 
our area. We strive to find placement for our 
animals as soon as they enter our doors to 
ensure that their transitionary period with 
PAHS is short and sweet.  

While many of us have had to adapt to 
unfortunate changes that this year has 
brought upon us, it has brought many positive 
changes as well. We were able to save pets 
from a hoarding case and save 132 cats and 
dogs and they have all been placed in loving 
homes. We launched our COVID-19 relief food 
pantry for all New Jersey residents. We have 
also stepped in to take over the animal care 
and control for Plainfield. The PAHS team 
jumped into action to help the animals of 
Plainfield and so far have welcomed 176  
animals within the first three months from  
the city of Plainfield. 

Our ability to save the lives of so many 
animals throughout New Jersey is solely due 
to the support of our community and animal 
lovers. The success of PAHS and the expedient 
placement of our animals in forever homes 
can be attributed to the Plainfield Area  
community and all of our rescue partners. 
Every single volunteer, adopter, staff or board 
member contributes an essential building 
block of our success. Thank you all so much.  

Due to the support of an amazing commu-
nity, PAHS will be around for many years to 
come. 

Sincerely Yours, 

 

 

Elijah Brice-Middleton 
Director, Plainfield Area Humane Society
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A Rough Start but a Fabulous Ending By Denise Gargano  

Merlin, a Toy Chihuahua was one of many dogs/ puppies seized from  

a Scotch Plains, NJ Puppy Mill. He ended up at PAHS as one of many dogs 

up for foster/ adoption. After doing my due diligence in researching the 

breed I decided I could give a dog a home, whether temporary or perma-

nent. There was a huge response to helping these dogs, so when I went 

down there to apply, I knew my chances may be slim to none in getting  

a dog. 

You can imagine my excitement when I received the call that Merlin 

was available to me for foster. With many of these dogs being held up by 

the court, Merlin was still being held at PAHS until he could be released 

for foster. Elijah, the PAHS Executive Director, and Taylor, the shelter  

manager, allowed me to visit with Merlin everyday at the shelter so he 

and I could bond and I could begin training with him. 

The shelter staff welcomed me daily and I relished the time I had 

there with Merlin. With the time I spent there daily I really got to 

observe the daily operations of the facility and the caring, devoted 

nature of the staff and volunteers. I knew when I left the shelter, Merlin 

was in good loving hands. 

After a little over a week the courts released Merlin for foster. As far 

as adoption, that was up to the courts as to when that would happen. After a couple of months I received the call 

from PAHS that Merlin was adoptable. There was no hesitation on my part hurrying down there to finalize the paperwork. 

Merlin has changed our lives and brought new found energy to our home that only an energetic puppy can do. He has 

turned our 10 year old Italian Greyhound into an active dog again. They play together constantly. Thanks to PAHS our house is 

full of love and energy on a daily basis!
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I would like to thank 

the Plainfield Area 

Humane Society for  

this special recognition!  

Fostering has been a truly 

rewarding experience 

since the pandemic 

began. So many of us 

adore the love given to us 

from our furry friends. And now that we spend more time at 

home—why not make a temporary home for those in need?  

I’ve helped rehabilitate several kittens over these many 

months (River, Niks, Aspen, Stanley, Augustus, Jim, Dwight 

and Cookie). They have brought laughter along with joy, 

both to myself and to my loved ones. I can’t tell you how 

good it feels to look up from your desk and watch a bunch 

of kittens rolling around playing. Or that moment when your 

once shy foster, snuggles up with you on the couch purring 

with glee.  

If you are thinking about fostering, here are some of 
my top tips: 

1. Get your supplies ready. For kittens get a litter box, 

scratching post, water bowls, food, toys, large cage 

(optional), cat condo (optional). The cage and condo have 

been essential for me especially when introducing new kit-

tens into the home. I put down a towel and some supplies 

into a large cage during the first few days a little one comes 

to my home. It gives them their space, keeps them safe if I 

have other fosters in the home, all while being able to see 

and bond with you. Also, buying supplies does not have to 

be expensive!  

Start with the  

dollar store. I even 

found a free cat 

condo on the app 

LetGo (there is 

Craigslist too etc). 

2. Things can 

go wrong. 

Remember, many 

of these animals 

came from tragic 

situations. They 

may be in bad 

physical and emo-

tional shape. It’s your job to care for  

them, observe them, and keep the shelter updated on their 

progress. Always have emergency numbers/hospitals ready. 

Also be patient with your kitties. They may take a while to 

warm up. I recommend watching the ‘Kitten Lady’ channel 

on YouTube. She has great tips. I’ve had to deal with  

various situations. 

3. Be emotionally prepared to say goodbye. If you got 

into fostering because you could not shelter an animal over 

the long-term. Remember your reasons, when it’s time to 

say goodbye. It’s really easy to be convinced by family and 

friends to keep a pet that you weren’t planning on having 

over the long term. However, if you do have room in your 

life for a pet, then fostering can be a great way to find the 

perfect pet for you. Regardless, you are helping save an  

animal’s life. Remember that you will be able to save more 

pets if you foster. This particular shelter does a great job in 

pairing the kittens for adoption with great homes. 

Lastly I’d like to thank the staff at PAHS. They have been 

beyond helpful and accom-

modating. Anytime day or 

night they have been there  

to help me along if I needed 

it. They were kind enough  

to show me the behind the 

scenes action, help with  

supplies, as well as just  

taking a moment to stand 

around together cuddling 

new kittens in the shelter.  

Comments From One of Our Dedicated Fosters 

Malyika 



I have lived near the Plainfield Area Humane Society  

for most of my life. It was the go-to place for our family to 

adopt. As I got older and became able to start my own PAHS 

family, it only made sense that I would try to give back. I 

currently help out with PAHS at fundraising events with my 

husband. It’s such a great way to repay a community staple 

that does so much for those that have no voice. Our head  

of fundraising, Angela, has so many great ideas. One of my 

favorites is our annual wine tasting event where people get 

to eat, drink and bid on donated items. 

Growing up PAHS was the only place to go when it was 

time to adopt a new family member. As I grew older, my 

husband and I adopted 5 cats of our own from the shelter. 

Since our home was now full (we’ve joked we’re a PAHS 

satellite location), I wanted to find other ways to give back 

to the shelter. 

When you think of volunteering at a shelter you probably 

think of cleaning cages and feeding animals. That is of 

course crucial work, but behind the scenes the shelter  

also has various committees to help out with. I joined the 

fundraising and marketing committee with my husband.  

Led by Angela, who is full of great ideas, we get to help  

plan and put on fundraising events. Events such as our 

annual wine tasting and silent auction or Top Golf are a ton 

of fun and raise crucial money for the shelter. I couldn’t 

believe it when I heard that the shelter costs around a  

thousand dollars a day to run! It’s such a great way to repay 

a community cornerstone that does so much for those that 
have no voice. 

On top of existing costs, PAHS is also determined to 
grow into something bigger and better. The shelter is eager 
to rebuild its main location to better serve the community 
and provide comfort to homeless animals while they wait 
(hopefully briefly) to go to their forever homes! In the end, 
it’s all about them because every animal deserves the 
warmth and love of a home. Even though times are hard 
right now and fundraising has slowed down I’m thrilled to 
help in any way I can to help achieve the shelter’s goals.  
I’d love to see more volunteers pitch in with our fundraising 
efforts so that the Plainfield Area Humane Society can  
continue to provide their crucial services to both the  
community and all animals in need.  

  

Volunteer Spotlight: Enrica Colandrea 
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Our Precious Vicki Goes Home By Elijah  
When I first came to the shelter one of the long stays 

dogs that immediately took my heart was Vicki the Pat-
terdale/Staffordshire Terrier mix. When I joined the PAHS 
team she was a 6 year resident at the shelter. She was the 
sweetest dog, so tiny and full of energy, I honestly thought 
she was a puppy at first. Unfortunately, she had come into 
the shelter as a puppy who was blind. I knew that I wanted 
to find placement for her with the perfect family and only 3 
months later after posting her and sending pleas to rescues, 
her future forever family strolled through our doors explain-
ing their experience with blind dogs and I just knew I had to 

unite them with Vicki. Once 
they met Vicki I saw the instant 
spark of connection. They 
came daily for weeks to work 
on training and getting 
acquainted with each other. 
They finally took her home and it warms my heart to know 
that it is never too late to save a life and have a happy end-
ing for our animals. 

If you want to know more about this story, visit  
https://pahs.org/2020/05/27/hello-world/ 



As fur-parents our home is filled with wonderful fur-

babies. My husband was strictly a dog lover and never had 

experience with cats until 18 months ago when I rescued 

Pasquale. He immediately bonded with my husband so it 

wasn’t hard to introduce our second rescue, Figaro, a deaf 

tuxedo. We so much enjoyed the cuddles and teaching them 

new tricks that it was not a surprise when my husband sug-

gested that we go to PAHS to adopt another rescue. We fell 

in love with a brown tabby we named Santino. He loves to 

sit on my husband’s shoulders as he walks through the 

house and is forever affectionate. We first fostered Santino 

and recently finalized the adoption when my husband 

announced, “It’s time to adopt another!” Our children are 

older and on their own and our forever-growing fur-family 

fills our lives with love, cuddles and entertainment. So we 

are going back for our fourth kitty and want to thank Elijah 

and the wonderful volunteers that take such good care of all 

the rescues at PAHS. Nothing is truer than what Sigmund 

Freud said, “Time spent with cats is never wasted.” 

  

Santino and His New Furever Home  
By Debbie and Tony Senia  
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How Poppy Caught My Eye and Kept My Heart  
By Susan Belcuore 

Poppy came into my life at the  

right time.  It was 3 weeks before 

“lockdown”. I was at work at lunch  

and I started scrolling through  

Facebook. I quickly saw a cute little 

Golden Retriever playing on PAHS’s 

page. I put my lunch away and drove 

straight over! I immediately wanted  

to get those papers started! She was 

the cutest little fur ball! Through  

“lockdown” I taught her how to sit,  

paw, kiss & “go” outside. What a perfect little personality! She kept me 

sane during such a crazy time! Everything happens for a reason! I am so 

happy to have been able to give her a home after coming from such a 

rough environment in the Scotch Plains hoarding case.
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Remember or honor your pet with a light on the tree…



Name ______________________________________________________________ Phone ______________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________ Email ____________________________________________ 

365 CLUB: (check one)   n $1000 . . . . . . One Day        n $250. . . . . . . . Trip to the Vet        n Other ______________ 

                            n $500 . . . . . . . Half Day        n $100. . . . . . . . Feed the Animals 

365 Club: ($1000 donation only) Please select jacket size: n Small, n Medium, n Large, n XL, n XXL 

n Do not place my name on the PAHS website.   

SAVE-A-LIFE GIFT: (check one) n Dog spay $95.00 n Cat spay $80.00 n Dog neuter $75.00 n Cat neuter $70.00 

PROJECT SAVE: n Dog ____________________ n Cat ____________________ Amount Enclosed $ ________________ 

MEMORIAL HEART: $50.00 Pet’s name for heart: ____________________________________________________________________ 

GENERAL DONATION: Amount Enclosed $ ________________ 

Gift acknowledgment to: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

n Mastercard    n VISA     Card Number: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Exp. Date: __________________________________________________ Signature: ____________________________________________________________ 

PAHS Use Only:                          Date: ______________________ 

Foster Pet Assigned (Dog/Cat) ____________________________________________________________________________________

PAHS Calendar  
of Events

    P L A I N F I E L D  A R E A  H U M A N E  S O C I E T Y  75 Rock Avenue • Plainfield, New Jersey 07063

Save the Dates for these exciting upcoming events!  

DECEMBER 
6th       Lights of Remembrance  

Tree Lighting Ceremony (Virtual) 
at PAHS Shelter at 7:00 pm 

FEBRUARY 2020 
TBD      Topgolf   

Edison, NJ 

APRIL 
TBD      Bingo 

JUNE 
28th     Golf Outing  

at Echo Lake Country Club 

SUMMER 
TBD      Wine with PAHS  

Please check our website, Facebook and Instagram pages 
for more information about these events and more!

To Our Supporters
Plainfield Area Humane Society has had the honor of spec-

tacular supporters. During the pandemic our community has 

stepped up and provided supplies, food and foster homes. The 

community has really contributed to help all of our animals to 

the point where the dozens of kittens we have received during 

kitten season are finding foster homes almost instantaneously 

and all 132 puppy mill dogs from the hoarding case earlier this 

year found rescues and forever homes. The year is barely over 

and we have taken in a staggering 604 animals. We thank you 

all for the ability to care for each one of these little souls. 

The in-kind donations that we receive such as food and 

cleaning supplies make it so that we can spend our funds on 

other lifesaving measures such as veterinary care, behavioral 

enrichment and foster programs.  

We are continuously renovating our space to provide a more 

enjoyable experience for both our patrons and animals. This is 

all made possible with the help of our gracious donors. 

7Holiday 2020 PAHS News



Non-Profit 
Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
Hackensack, NJ 
Permit No. 1121

Plainfield Area Humane Society 

75 Rock Avenue 
Plainfield, New Jersey 07063 
(908) 754-0300

• Cat litter 

• Cat Food 

• Kitten Food 

• Bleach 

• Kongs 

• Paper Towels 

• Contractor Bags 

• Tall Garbage 
Bags 

DONATION WISH LIST

Shelter Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. • Thursday 12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. • Friday 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday 12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. • Sunday 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. • Closed Mondays and all legal holidays

We are also on Facebook and Instagram. 
Visit our website at www.pahs.org

PAHS Accepts PayPal Now it’s even easier to donate to PAHS!  
Go to our website www.pahs.org and click on the DONATE button.  
Making a secure payment from your bank account or with your credit card  
is safe and easy and best of all, will help the animals at PAHS! 

For dogs this includes  
the following: 

• Spaying or neutering 

• DHLP-PV vaccine  
(distemper - parvo) 

• Rabies vaccine 

• Heartworm - Lyme - Ehrlichiosis 
test 

• Microchip 

• ID tag and collar 

 For cats this includes: 
 

• Spaying or neutering 

• FVRCP vaccine  
(distemper) 

• Rabies vaccine 

• FelV-Fiv test  
(feline leukemia and aids) 

• Microchip 

• Carrier

Need a Friend? Adopt one from PAHS!

This newsletter was designed by Jama Bowman • 908.419.7034

THE COST OF ADOPTING AN ANIMAL: 

The cost of adopting a dog or puppy is $250; cat or kitten is $150.  


